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xvi INTRODUCTION

ology itself. This sense of narrative ubiquity is further bolstered by the
fact that narrative does not exist or operate separately from other
modes—identity, ideology, subjectivity, and sexuality—by which we
orgamize existence and experience. The significant categories of life are

already narrative both in our apprehension of them as significant and in

\gmﬁlﬁm of that significance, While narrative’s organizing
function seems to situate it as a powerfal ur-force, its ubiquity is prob-
ably more an effect of its representational capabilities, Narrative’s inter—
section. of language, psychology, and ideology makes it an appropriate
and compelling construct for the negotiation and containment of the
contradictions and anxieties that inevitably attend the focal and delu-
sively stable organizations of existence.

Its myriad loci suggest that narrative both operates like ideology and
is shaped by ideology, Generally speaking, “ideology is the system of
ideas and representations which dominate the mind of a man [sic] or a
social group.”* While this is Louis Altbusser’s reading of Marx’s concept
of ideology in a context quite different from any analysis of narrative
it rmm the virtue of proposing ideology as a system that operates in mogov
morﬁ.on to representations. For Althusser, ideology operates as a part of
m.oEEm:ﬂ apparatus, representing “the imaginary relationship of indi-
Aﬁcm_u to their real conditions of existence™ (153). The material condi-
tions of production comprise the context for this rendering of ideol-
ogy; ideology is one way the relations of production are reproduced.
While narrative undoubtedly participates in constructing, managing,
and reproducing this “imaginary relationship,” narrative’s far-reaching
and diverse operation suggests that a less focused framework might bet-
ter capture narrative’s aegis. .

Roland Barthes’ rendering of ideology is probably more descriptive
.om an H.mmoHom% coextensive with narrative’s broad context. In his exam-
inatior of the ciiltiral opetation of nityth, Barthes sees bourgeois ideol-

e it

OFy as a particular confusion of nature and history, where. the historical.

L AT i et e i o Y

is rendered natural.® While this confusion explains specific ways the

et TP TT repmt am rpn,

bolirgeoisie has rendered its interests universal, the model of an ideo]-
ogy that works through “signs which pass themselves off mﬂﬁmuﬁsm&

...... eeberels i ety

17 e g i , ‘s

whic  offer themselves as the only conceivable way of viewing the
. .
world,” which “convert culture nto nature,” which * ‘naturalize’ social

e .

- 1 i5 - .
reality” and “make it seem as innocent and unchangeable as Nature

.: .
:”m.m:., resonates @Pﬁ.g@iﬁmnwm@ﬁw ubiquity and its seemingly
mimetic logic,5- . .
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.Mmmmmmm%ew@,mm__m.mmu_,,ﬁ_.ﬂmemﬁmzmmﬁw_mmﬁmmmpvs:%
logic of its representation recalls Althusser’s concern about how the
relations of production are reproduced. While the “natural’” events that
seem to account for narrative’s shape—the events Maugham so nicely
summarizes—appear to be natural, they are in fact not only reproduc-
tions of the quintessentially naturalized “biclogical function” of human
reproduction, they are also metaphors of capitalist relations of produc-
tion. The connection between reproduction and production occurs in
their common appeal to a productive joinder. Where in human repro-

P

duction male and female come together to produce offspring, in capi-
talist prodiiction capital and Iabor come together to generate products
Regjteratitig a similar dynamic—the same dynamic Maugham identifies
as the model of a good nevel—reproduction, production, and the ways
that we understand and represent them are the very processes and insti-
tutions naturalized in and by ideology. The connection between

human heterosexual reproduction and capitalist production provides

it g 0P P 1, TN A e i e S 5

an frresistible merger of family and state, life and livelihood, heterosex-

ual order and profit whose formative presence and naturalized reiteras

Tt

e

tions govern the conceptions, forms, logic, and operation of narrative.

As ideology, this pattern of joinder to product also accounts for th
countless analogies to child/product—knowledge, mastery, victory,
another narrative, identity, and even death—that occupy the satisfying

end of the story.
Narrative’s apparent rendition of Life experience, then, is already an,

..... - ; i Pt i A A
- A, Sy 1 T T

ideological version of _?&w._,.omcnnos roduced by the figurative coop-

e} A e e L 3T Ty s e o o s e

“eration of a naturalized capitalism and heterosexuality. Narrative's

i, AT A R T B

TSNS

“dyhamic enacts ideology and narrative’s Constant production prolifer-
ates that ideology continually and naturally, as if it were simply a fact of

life and sense itself.
Like trying to define narrative without narrative, how.can-we deter-

ki . e
A ot g g

mine narrative’s ideclogies without somehow--reiterating..them?

Looking for ideology as a defining characteristic means already acqui-
escing to an understanding of narrative that assumes that narrative has

an ideology, that such an ideology might be discerned through reading

narratives ot theories of narrative, 3d that discovering such an ideol-
ogy, like discovering an origin, would account for narrative’s complex

dynamic. But even the search for narrative’s origin—for some primitive 1
- . - —
narrative that provides the pattern for all narratives—assumes mu:pﬁzd,lr%r}»

Qin,

conventional logic and assumptions, Refinding these assumptions in!
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- the place of an originary but fictive protonarrative means defining nar- : metaphors of sexuality simultaneously serve as the mE\% wmmmeawwwme l\i..w..v Q.
rative M.EQ »n.m.amo_om& ﬂ.rnozmw narrative and its tdeology. In other , rative progress. Characterizing libido as a current of water whose phys- Wi ald
%o%@lmm;wmmwmmmM,.,_.p..mﬂ.mmmm.mm.w,m?mm.,.mwﬁmmmm,mmmmmwmmmﬂl ical demand is simply to flow freely to its destined end, Freud envisions b
mmmmwmm;wwm cone lusion by proj ecting it into the premises—such tay- ,” both story and sexuality as a single strong stream gushing gleefully into &3
, tology 18 THEvitable The ‘only way to combat it is to be aware of it, as ! the wide sea of human generation. This oceanic finale exalts both
\.\wi\.. ong as that méﬁmnnwﬁwm.mm..wﬂmﬁmmmvwm ﬁmwmwm.m.wm...,wo_,? ntion. i healthy heterosexuality and the satisfying story. Any impediments to an
Yague En“w%ﬁhﬁmmﬂmﬁwmgg be accomplished aknnﬁm.nrm@smr k ﬁ.wovmﬂsnﬁnm m_oi force the current away moaw its appointed end into
Y mwm% P _ Showd Jook to those places where narrative asserts : tiny, doomed side streams, their deviance spawning 2 degenerate or per-
Qup ', itsown ideology ﬁmnwsm vengeance,” as Teresa de Lauretis might char- verted story in place of the felicitous convergence of river and sea.
Wado acterize such excess, in those narratives openly about narrative.” At least , Freud begins his exposition of sexuality with an essay on the “Sexual
,ﬁeﬂ?&_ M:.wmﬂ cases offer the H. us1on ﬂ_._m.ﬁ narrative speaks openly about itself. Aberrations.” He begins this way not only because such aberrations
i N aﬂ o] ;w&mun.o:mnuocm narrative, however, still reflects the operation { contrast with the mechanisms of normative sexuality but also because
f_ AR of A & m ern.‘.ﬂs@;mwﬁdﬁmmmww;m:a recognition of one’s ideology . the sheer ubiquity of aberrations represents an all-important rebuctal to
K , ._fw.,wmuwﬂ%:wmm SNMM%OH_W@MW@OWNMMMMMY Hnwo:mwl.m&mémmnnaﬁg 5%:.2. a s&.mn Freud mﬁﬂsmiwg as the existing mainstream, but incorrect nar- ¢
i T b , ’ y less self-interested site of analysis, ] rative of sexuality:
. . The tendency to tautology js further deferred when several apparensly :
; - mnwﬂﬂ@mﬂm%w wfmmm.mm,mmw;wﬂmmmmmm;srmnn, for example, self-conscious : Popular opinion has guite definite ideas about the nature and
. ¢ MHOnHamumm of narrative n.o&,mmnm with n‘wo m.&muanmmnaﬁ analysis of human characteristics of this sexual instinct, Tt is generally understood to 4,4 |
, : rv ,." %an .o?._wmsn as sometimes rmm.%oﬂ._m in Sigmund mnocm.w.inabmm. Here be absent in childhood, to set in at the time of puberty in con-
i £+ 5 ¢ the circu ar paradox of narrative ideology becomes visible at least on . nection to the process of coming to maturity and to be revealed "
one level, Since the coexistence and coniparison of narrative’s narrative in the manifestations of an irresistible attraction exercised by one % .., 7 ¢
| mEm narratives of development bring their premises and interrelation ﬁ sex upon the other; while its aim is presumed to be sexual union S
| § i into starker relief. This is not, however, to recommend 2 genre such as i or at all events mnawsw leading in that direction. (1) _
e mmnswmom_wﬂm,mw ;w..ua..m_m ,mm,.o.p_ mwmnwiwu text, sificeé What s crucial is not the - ,
W &SMW_MHWMWMMWMWM:,v._ﬁ.,w.n.n,.ﬂn%mwwﬁ@ﬁ %,MMEMMW..WWMH%MME rather H._Hm sense : OQutlining a mﬁnm.ﬁ n?mo.so_ommnﬁ S.&onnmwu\ moa. wvwﬁu..no to m.am.m,.mnn.w,
. TS e H;.s.n e e ;.i_l.-sm;mm.m:wlr M.M,Wmmm\nb.mwmm.m”‘ . Freud nrmwmnnoﬁmﬂmm this narrative as a false picture” containing “a
P .Jlll.m_‘im.u.smmgm:_,,wwwmém;mmmmmﬁ.%ﬁ@pmwlmmwsm.;mmml,.mmmmﬁhwmm not m number of errors, inaccuracies and hasty conclusions” (1). One hasty
, , mwmmw\wwﬁmmwwmwmwmm%m%w, M %Nﬂwﬁﬂi nmﬂmmmw‘bhbmﬁmn%ﬁ SOmme i conclusion is .&.ﬁ smwﬂwﬁ?o,.m nono_cmmo:v.wmwaw von.m:mm Enn..w have not
I . A A .-~ gett ere. been enough impediments in the way of its realization. One inaccuracy
S\ AN e is infantile sexuality’s absence from the beginning. But the real problem
: ! with the story is that it is 2 completely unsatisfying narrative, going
! ﬂrw.\\ﬁ e 10 THE NARRATIVE OF SEXUALITY from nothing to something without threat, risk, conflict, impediment,
R o N B or motive. Without the possibility that something might go wrong, the
, _ . JK ¢ M, WMMMM%MM Mnm :m-“H..EE‘M, to his 1905 “Three Essays on nra. Theory saving force of rnﬁn—dmom:m_ mnnnmnﬁ.mos means swﬂrwsm. .
aa.k_.f : ' mm_ﬁ reud simultaneously narrates a brief history of P Freud’s own narrative of sexuality begins with the aberrations that i
%&af c?m\m&rmﬂww NMMH nrmMgHMMHaHH and ME .Enoﬂw\ ommm. Itis not Eﬂu&&bm nw.mﬁ | provide the damming stuff against which the hero of normative het- et
At 1905 is already shm,mnﬁ ﬁnww%“ M&HE&SOMMM owmwmom”w\aom .,,..mxspra\.E nn.omoxc&,ﬁw must mc.dmm.rw. It is as M.m mao.c.m n.mWom the narrative of sexu-
: 1 J_r terrms and & narrative &\.s»nnn o unmmc mm._u - m..SMM. es in narrative \@,,%/ U, ality apart, inidally enacting uv.mﬂm.ﬁcmm a.n,ﬁmnnn to prove that nﬂ&\ are
Mf - § wngmm:‘d liguid . j necessary to the story, highlighting their presence to underline his
-2 _&._%,J ¥rgo radee bn
& ‘ ,,.,.ﬂ., L s iv ﬁﬂu A gy el Yo
RPe -/ e
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‘ Gnd gans A
Monique Wittig’s Bbservation of the founding alibi of heterosexual-
ity and 1ts relation to representation—"“These discourses of heterosex-
uality oppress us in the sense that they prevent us from speaking unless
we speak in their terms”—raises the question of how this policing
occurs,'? Judith Butler, while recognizing the heterosexist tendency of
“the matrix of power and discursive relations that effectively produce
and regulate the intelligibility of those concepts [‘person,’‘sex, or a ‘sex-
uality’],” asks, “what_constitutes the

T AR a0y ot

subversion, or displacement within

) 0
B 38 G g S e | T RS R
 iey?” This book takes up de Lauretis’s narrative suggestion as a way

both to define redundant discursive limitations and to forge a strate
i m%.@m: ]

to disrupt the insistent system by which identities “it¢ conceived
constructed.** T ' persm—

erapiesnn: Ay

y argument about the interrelation of narrative and sexuality
depends upon presumptions about the historical venue of this phe-
nomenon, a particular definition of sexuality, narrative’s preeminently
structuralist nature and its cultural efficacy as well as the deliberate but
reasoned omission of some of the impossibly large number of terms and
discourses that might participate in the relation of narrative and sexu-
ality. I concentrate more on discerning narrative/ sexuality’s heteroide-
ology than on interpreting represéntations of literal sexualities in spe-
an narratives, except where stories serve as nXm.sr.@_.mw.w I also stress the
metaphorical quality of narrative heteroideology, because it is through
the metaphorical rather than the literal that sexuality inflects all that
seemns not immediately sexual. Metaphor accounts for how it is that
arrative can convey and sitnate a sexual ;
Lo represent sexuality at all. Thus, what i
m.H.& wanmmmbsﬂomm.,ww specific sexualitics birt rather a more pervasive,
interrelation among sets of terms and values associated with
OSEONS aiid functi6Hi Within narrative. T
"T'Iocate the beginnings of this particular manifestation of narrative
and sexuality’s interrelation in accord with Michel Foucault’s under—
standing of the emergence of the category-of sexuality in the nine-
teenth century in volume 1 of the History of Sexuality.!s If, however, I
am to be suspicious of narrative, history is one narrative to be wary of,
especially as it appears to offer a means to an origin that provides both
answer and explanation. While the question of the origin of contem-
porary conceptions of sexuality and homosexuality has rightly com-
pelled many theorists, I am more interested in tracing how the imbri-
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cation of narrative and sexuality pervades contemporary culture, work- . f:
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(fe)produce a particular understanding and relative
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nsists of the binary. categories hetero-
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valuation of a sexuality that co
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and homosexual.
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For the purposes of this book, the term sexuality refers to natural-
ized, historically located cultural assumptions about identifiable sexual
categories based primarily on the gender of object choice and delim-
ited to the heterosexual and the homosexual (both male and female)—
though the homosexual is a synecdoche of the larger field of “perverse”
object and aim choices that currently comprise our ideas of sexual
desire and behavior. The reduction of a larger field of sexuality to two

R A et 8 b i ot . .
categories is partly an effect of narrative’s on within a | m: »

it gy At S 5 i i 0 S 4 A Tt BT 95

reproductive logic; in this sense there are really only two sexualities:

]

it P Lo et e il

reprodictive sexuality, which is associated with difference and becomes
metaphorically heterosexual, and nonreproductive sexuality associated | 7

i A

T M %
with sameness, which becomes metaphorically :ogomn%ﬁm .
by h 4 eal () T s e
Its relation to narrative is only one out of a number of possible ways
sexuality intersects with, informs, and organizes discourses and knowl-

edge and is, in turn, informed and organized by them. While there an

A ars e E N LT

other ways sexuality is deployed zcross the cultural field—and while the
contemp

orary critical tendency is to enable the i
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uality as
tend to remain.consistent.in the face of social change, how they are dis-

oot o et et

{such as Nazi and leshian) are repeate ly associated. This 1s not to clain
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that narrative 1s necessarily the only or even the most important

Byt ity
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many posiblE"distursive relitions, but 1t is to suggest that as an orga-

et o e e BRI B i e A e P
fiizitig eruétite, narrative plays a large part in the stubborn return of 3

articulirly heterosexual normativitye
Because [ focus primarily on the connections between narrative and
sexuality and because of the self~circling nature of those connections,
it may appear as if I am constructing a closed circuit, an impossible
labyrinth whose claustrophobic interreferentiality permits no hope for

escape or change. In the sense that humans tend to employ narrative to

a3 NS ST

cover over or rearficilite contradictions, gaps, or inconsistencies, nar-_
nmmdmdw_mmhﬁ, eommnﬂu

“especially about narrative itself, Insofa

“ds perceiving the reach and kind of narrative’s influence might actually
alert us to narrative’s heteroideological uses, this is not a hopeless story
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